THE LORD’S DAY AT HOME
OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE (B)
Sunday 21st November 2021
If you are housebound or self-isolating at this time, please use these prayers to unite yourself with the
worship of the Universal Church, and your own Parish this Sunday. If alone, read or say these prayers
quietly to yourself. If with another, or in a family, someone should read the “leader” parts, and others
respond. It might be suitable to find a special, quiet place at home for your Sunday prayers.

THE INTRODUCTORY RITES
Entrance Antiphon
A: How worthy is the Lamb who was
slain, to receive power and divinity, and wisdom and strength and
honour. To him belong glory and
power for ever and ever.
Sign of the Cross
Leader: In the name of the Father, and
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
A: Amen.
Introduction
L: We come to the last Sunday of the
Church’s year, and celebrate Jesus
as King – not just of one country, or
even one planet, but as King of the
Universe! But Jesus is a very different King from any earthly monarch –
remember this is the humble King
who rides a donkey, the servant King
who reigns from the cross. And yet
he is the Judge of all! Let us welcome him, and begin by praising
God and asking for mercy, as we say:

grant, we pray, that the whole creation, set free from slavery, may render your majesty service and ceaselessly proclaim your praise. Through
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who
lives and reigns with you in the unity
of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and
ever.
A: Amen.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
Gospel Reading
John 18:33-37
‘Are you the king of the Jews?’ Pilate
asked. Jesus replied, ‘Do you ask
this of your own accord, or have others spoken to you about me?’ Pilate
answered, ‘Am I a Jew? It is your own
people and the chief priests who
have handed you over to me: what
have you done?’ Jesus replied, ‘Mine
is not a kingdom of this world; if my
kingdom were of this world, my men
would have fought to prevent my being surrendered to the Jews. But my
kingdom is not of this kind.’ ‘So you
are a king then?’ said Pilate. ‘It is you
who say it’ answered Jesus. ‘Yes, I
am a king. I was born for this, I came
into the world for this: to bear witness to the truth; and all who are on
the side of truth listen to my voice.’

Gospel, that is, the logic of Jesus, is
expressed in humility and gratuitousness. It is silently but effectively
affirmed with the strength of truth.
The kingdoms of this world at times
are sustained by arrogance, rivalries
and oppression; the reign of Christ is
a “kingdom of justice, love and
peace” (Preface). When did Jesus reveal himself as king? In the event of
the Cross! Those who look at the
Cross cannot but see the astonishing
gratuitousness of love. One of you
could say, “Father, that was a failure!”. It is precisely in the failure of
sin — sin is a failure — in the failure of
human ambitions: the triumph of the
Cross is there, the gratuitousness of
love is there. In the failure of the
Cross, love is seen, a love that is gratuitous, which Jesus gives us. For a
Christian, speaking of power and
strength means referring to the
power of the Cross, and the strength
of Jesus’ love: a love which remains
steadfast and complete, even when
faced with rejection, and it is shown
as the fulfillment of a life expended
in the total surrender of oneself for
the benefit of humanity.”

Gloria
A: Glory to God in the highest, and
on earth peace to people of good
will. We praise you, we bless you,
Pope Francis, Angelus Message
we adore you, we glorify you, we
22nd November 2015
give you thanks for your great
glory, Lord God, heavenly King, O
For our Younger Friends
God, almighty Father. Lord Jesus
The Gospel of the Lord.
Let’s do some imagining today: imChrist, Only Begotten Son, Lord A: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!
agine you get a phone call, saying
God, Lamb of God, Son of the Fa- Reflection
that the Queen is coming to visit
ther, you take away the sins of the
On this last Sunday of the liturgical
you! She wants to come to your
world, have mercy on us; you take
year, we celebrate the solemnity of
house, have tea with you, and peraway the sins of the world, receive
Christ the King. And today’s Gospel
haps watch some telly or play a
our prayer; you are seated at the
leads us to contemplate Jesus as he
game. Would you be excited?
right hand of the Father, have
introduces himself to Pilate as king
Would you want to tell your friends
mercy on us. For you alone are the
of a kingdom that “is not of this
all about it? Would you get new
Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
world” (Jn 18:36). This doesn’t mean
clothes, clean your room, tidy your
you alone are the Most High, Jethat Christ is the king of another
house, get some special food in? I
sus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in
world, but that he is king in another
bet you would! Well, today we hear
the glory of God the Father. Amen.
manner, but he is king in this world.
that a King is going to visit us – but
It is a contrast between two types of
not just any King, not a King of EngOpening Prayer
logic. Worldly logic is based on amland or Europe of the World, but the
L: Let us pray.
bition, competition, it fights using
King of the Universe - Jesus! Wow!
Almighty ever-living God, whose will
the weapons of fear, extortion, and
What will we do to get ready for Jeis to restore all things in your bethe manipulation of consciences. On
sus? There will be lots more about
loved Son, the King of the universe,
the other hand, the logic of the
this when we start Advent next

weekend, but for now listen to what
to add particular prayers for family
Jesus says in the Gospel – we get
members, friends or neighbours in
ready for his visit by being kind and
need at this time.
helpful, especially to people in
need. What could you do, at home
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or a school, to help someone in
need?
The Lord’s Prayer
If gathering as a family, perhaps now L: At the Saviour’s command and
formed by divine teaching, we dare
continue to discuss what this Gospel
to say:
passage means to you. If alone, think
A:
Our
Father, who art in heaven, halabout what key message you take
lowed
be thy name; thy kingdom
from the Scriptures today.
come, thy will be done on earth as
it is in heaven. Give us this day our
Profession of Faith
daily bread, and forgive us our
I believe in God, the Father altrespasses, as we forgive those
mighty, Creator of heaven and
who trespass against us; and lead
earth, and in Jesus Christ, his only
us not into temptation, but deliver
Son, our Lord, who was conceived
us from evil. Amen.
by the Holy Spirit, born of the VirL:
As we offer you, O Lord, the sacrifice
gin Mary, suffered under Pontius
by which the human race is reconPilate, was crucified, died and was
ciled to you, we humbly pray, that
buried; he descended into hell; on
your Son himself may bestow on all
the third day he rose again from
nations the gifts of unity and peace.
the dead; he ascended into
Through Christ our Lord.
heaven, and is seated at the right
A:
Amen.
hand of God the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge
the living and the dead. I believe Before Spiritual Communion
in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic L: Most loving Father, you anointed
your Only Begotten Son, our Lord
Church, the communion of saints,
Jesus Christ, with the oil of gladness
the forgiveness of sins, the resuras eternal Priest and King of all crearection of the body, and life evertion, so that, by offering himself on
lasting. Amen.
the altar of the Cross as a spotless
sacrifice to bring us peace, he might
Intercessions
accomplish the mysteries of human
L: Let us think of our prayers for the
redemption and, making all created
world and the Church this Sunday.
things subject to his rule, he might
present to the immensity of your
L: Today is Youth Sunday, so we pray
majesty an eternal and universal
for our young people, that amidst all
kingdom, a kingdom of truth and
the challenges and choices of this
life, a kingdom of holiness and
world, they may make space for Jegrace, a kingdom of justice, love and
sus in their lives. Lord, in your mercy
peace. At the Last Supper he
…
showed the fullness of your love, as
A: Hear our prayer.
he gave his Body and Blood for his
L: We pray for states and nations
people. Even though we are not in
throughout our world, that leaders
Church, and not able to receive
may act with integrity and justice, in
communion today, we open our
search of peace for all in their care
minds and hearts now to your generand the common good of all humanous love and the gift of Jesus your
ity. Lord, in your mercy …
Son, welcoming him spiritually into
A: Hear our prayer.
our lives.
L: Let us pray for the Church, that we
may always remember to carry out
the works of mercy by which Christ Spiritual Communion
our King will judge us. Lord, in your A: My Jesus, I believe that you are
present in the Holy Sacrament of
mercy …
the altar. I love you above all
A: Hear our prayer.
things and I passionately desire to
Please add your own prayers for the
receive you into my soul. Since I
needs of the Church, the world and
cannot now receive you sacrayour local community. You may wish
mentally, come spiritually into my
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soul so that I may unite myself
wholly to you now and forever.
Amen.
Pause for a moment of silent prayer
and reflection.
Thanksgiving Psalm
L: The Lord is my shepherd; there is
nothing I shall want.
A: The Lord is my shepherd; there is
nothing I shall want.
L: The Lord is my shepherd;
there is nothing I shall want.
Fresh and green are the pastures
where he gives me repose.
A: The Lord is my shepherd; there is
nothing I shall want.
L: Near restful waters he leads me,
to revive my drooping spirit.
He guides me along the right path;
he is true to his name.
A: The Lord is my shepherd; there is
nothing I shall want.
L: You have prepared a banquet for
me
in the sight of my foes.
My head you have anointed with oil;
my cup is overflowing.
A: The Lord is my shepherd; there is
nothing I shall want.
L: Surely goodness and kindness shall
follow me
all the days of my life.
In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell
for ever and ever.
A: The Lord is my shepherd; there is
nothing I shall want.

THE CONCLUDING RITES
Final Prayer and Blessing
L: Let us pray.
Having received spiritually the food
of immortality, we ask, O Lord, that,
glorying in obedience to the commands of Christ, the King of the universe, we may live with him eternally
in his heavenly kingdom. Who lives
and reigns for ever and ever.
A: Amen.
L: May the Lord  bless us, protect us
from all evil, and bring us to everlasting life.
A: Amen.
L: Let us bless the Lord!
A: Thanks be to God!

