
 
10th March 2024 
The Fourth Sunday 
of Lent (B) (Laetare Sunday) 

Monday 
11th March 
Lent Weekday 

 Isaiah 65:17-21; John 4:43-54 
 

9.30 a.m.  Word & Communion 

Tuesday 
12th March 
Lent Weekday 

 Ezekiel 47:1-9.12; John 5:1-3.5-16 
               

9.30 a.m. MASS 
1.00 p.m. “Getting Together” 

Wednesday 
13th March 
Lent Weekday 

 Isaiah 49:8-15; John 5:17-30  
 

9.30 a.m. MASS for Peace 

Thursday 
14th March 
Lent Weekday 

 Exodus 32:7-14; John 5:31-47 
 

9.30 a.m. MASS 
7.00 p.m. Deanery Station Mass at  
  Saint Michael’s, Whitefield 

Friday 
15th March 
Lent Weekday 

 Wisdom 2:1.12-22; John 7:1-2.10.25-30 
 

9.30 a.m.  MASS 
12.00 noon Stations of the Cross 
  followed by Fasting Lunch 

Day of Abstinence 

Saturday 
16th March 
Lent Weekday 

 Jeremiah 11:18-20; John 7:40-52 
 

11.00 a.m. MASS 
 

6.00 p.m.  Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confessions) 
6.30 p.m.  First MASS of Sunday 

Sunday  
17th March 
THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT (B) 

 Jeremiah 31:31-34; Hebrews 5:7-9; John 12:20-33 
 

9.00 a.m.  MASS Refreshments after Mass in the Parish Centre 
11.00 a.m. MASS  Refreshments after Mass in the Parish Centre 
7.30 p.m. Saint Patrick’s Night Party (see inside) 

 
Requests for Masses & Prayers: 
Recently Deceased: Eddie Deasey, 
Anne McNicholas. 
Anniversary: Edward Duncan Flood. 
Infirm: Joe Thorpe, Pat Harrison, Te-
resa Entwistle, Ian McGhee, Roy 
Cooper, Annie Cummins.  
 
National Cycle of Prayer: During Lent 
we are asked to pray for: Candidates 
for the Sacraments; the Needy and 
Hungry of the World; Penitents and 
Wanderers. 
 
Holy Father’s Intention  (March)  
For the new martyrs: We pray that 
those who risk their lives for the Gos-
pel in various parts of the world in-
flame the Church with their courage 
and missionary enthusiasm.  
 
Diocesan Cycle of Prayer 
 We pray this week for the parishion-
ers of the Parish of the Nativity, Fails-
worth and Limeside, for Canon Mi-
chael Job, their parish priest, and Fa-
ther Celestine Nyikwagh, and for their 
parish primary schools.  

Website 
www.stvincentsnorden.org.uk 
Telephone 
01706 645361 
Email 
nordencatholic@outlook.com 
 
Parish Priest 
Father James Manock 
Saint Vincent’s Presbytery 
Caldershaw Road 
Norden, OL12 7QL 

 
If you are a visitor to Saint Vincent’s this 
weekend, please feel welcome! If you 
have any questions, please don’t hesi-
tate to ask. Here is some information to 
help you feel at home: 
 
HARD OF HEARING? There is an Induction 
Loop System installed in this Church: if 
you wear a hearing aid, please turn it to the 
‘T’ setting. 
 

Refreshments after Mass: Everyone is 
very welcome to stay behind after Sunday 
morning Masses and share a cuppa! Tea 
and Coffee are served in the Parish Centre 
on the opposite side of the carpark after 
9.00 a.m. and 11.00 a.m. Sunday Masses.  
 
Toilets: The toilet is located near the side 
entrance: children should not go out of 
Church unaccompanied. Please use the 
disinfectant wipes to clean all surfaces 
after every use—dispose of them in the bin 
but do not flush them down the toilet. 
Thank you.  
 

Saint Vincent’s Parish Centre: The Parish 
Centre is available for parish use and out-
side bookings. Please contact Robert Allen 
on 0758 320 7810 for all enquiries. 



There were two remarkable moments in the story of the 
Old Testament where God saved his people; one was in 
the escape from Egypt – we’ll keep that for the Easter Vig-
il. The other was the end of their second exile, this time in 
Babylon, which we hear of today. There was an even 
greater moment when God saved his people: in Jesus 
Christ his Son – and we hear Jesus tell Nicodemus about 
that today. To understand “being saved”, we must ask 
“What from?” Saved from slavery, from exile, from hu-
man enemies – these are all clear. But the last and great-
est salvation brought by Jesus is harder to understand: 
saved from sin and death. These threaten us as much as 
any other enemy, and our salvation in Jesus is as real as 
any other.  
 

 

“Laetare”? 
“Laetare Sunday” is the name given to this fourth Sunday 
of our Lenten journey. The name means “rejoice”, which 
together with the rose vestments of this day is a reminder 
to us that the Lenten journey, though sometimes chal-
lenging is all about letting God’s grace work in us, so that 
we may find the lasting joy of God’s kingdom of justice, 
peace and joy! Today is also an opportunity for us to 
“recommit” to Lent—perhaps it hasn’t started well, or 
perhaps we have not kept to our Lenten promises: don’t 
despair, start again, and use the rest of this holy season 
to be ready for Easter! 
 

Mothering Sunday 
Mothering Sunday has its roots in the history of the 
Church, as a day when people “in service” would have a 
day off to return to their homes, to their “mother Church” 
and their families. It has become a day to reflect on and 
give thanks for motherhood, to honour our own mothers, 
and to remember in prayer all those for whom this is a 
difficult day, especially children who mourn the loss of a 
mother and mothers who mourn the loss of a child. May 
Mary, mother of the Church, pray for them and protect 
them now and always. 
 

“Getting Together” 
The next meeting is this coming Tuesday 12th March, 
from 1.00 - 3.00 p.m. in the Parish Centre, with the usual 
hospitality, refreshments and raffle. On this occasion 
once again by popular request, there will be a talk  and 
Gentle Chair Yoga exercises, with Louise Corlett. Every-
one very welcome. 
 

Holy Week 
Our Easter Triduum Service this year are: 
Maundy Thursday: 6.30 p.m. EVENING MASS OF THE 
LORD’S SUPPER  followed by watching at the altar of re-
pose until 9.00 p.m. (8.45 p.m. Night Prayer) 
Good Friday: 3.00 p.m. THE SOLEMN CELEBRATION OF 
THE LORD’S PASSION 
Holy Saturday: 7.30 p.m.  THE EASTER VIGIL 
These three services are very special– they only happen 
once a year, and all Catholics are invited to make special 
efforts to attend them if possible: they are our opportuni-
ty to be with Jesus at the Last Supper, in the Garden of 
Gethsemane, at the Cross on Calvary and as witnesses to 
the Resurrection! Please consider if you can spare the 
time to join these great celebrations, especially the East-

er Vigil! Masses on Easter Sunday will be at 9.00 a.m. 
and 11.00 a.m. 
 

Holy Week Ministries 
The special services of Holy Week (starting on Palm Sun-
day) require ministers and volunteers: please sign up on 
the list in the porch—readers and eucharistic ministers 
especially please make sure all slots are filled! Thanks 
you!  
 

Maundy Thursday Washing of Feet 
Maundy Thursday is a very special day, when we remem-
ber the Last Supper, and in particular the example of ser-
vice Jesus gives in washing his disciples’ feet. This is part 
of our evening Mass on that day, and it is a beautiful and 
thought-provoking gesture, but it needs two things: pa-
rishioners who are willing to have their feet washed, and 
parishioners who will make the effort to come to the 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper to witness it! Please think 
about being a “foot-washee”, and pop your name on the 
ministers’ list in the porch – let’s see if we can muster 
twelve “disciples” this year! (Please note that anyone – 
Catholic, non-Catholic, man, woman or child - can have 
their foot washed.) 
 

S.V.P. Clothes Bank 
In the far corner of the car park you will see a blue box—
this is the S.V.P. Clothes Bank. You can donate good 
quality, clean unwanted and used clothes and shoes in it: 
these will be sold in S.V.P. charity shops (such as the one 
in Bury) to raise funds for the works of the S.V.P. Please 
start rummaging in those wardrobes! 
 

“Soup and Stations” 
Each Friday of Lent you are invited to join in a meditation 
(sometimes old, sometimes new) on the Way of the Cross 
(the Stations) in Church, and then join in a very simple 
“fasting” lunch of soup in the Parish Centre  
 

Lent Almsgiving 
This year there will be an “Almsgiving Box” at the back of 
church for cash donations, which will be shared between 
two charities: Petrus (More at https://
www.petrus.org.uk/) and Friends of the Holy Land. 
(More at https://www.friendsoftheholyland.org.uk/) The 
Lent Alms box will remain available for your donations 
until Easter Sunday.  
 

CAFOD Big Lent Walk 
Briege Sivills has registered to do the Big Lent Walk, 
200km in 40 days, raising money to help fight global pov-
erty. You can sponsor her if you wish on her Just Giving 
Page http://tinyurl.com/2y4khkaz  
 

Deanery Lenten Stations 2024 
Our journey through Lent as a Deanery continues with 
remaining services as follows: Thursday 14th March 
Mass at Saint Michael’s, Whitefield and Tuesday 19th 
March RECONCILIATION SERVICE at Saint Joseph’s, 
Heywood with Bishop John. The services start at 7.00 
p.m. with refreshments afterwards, and everyone is very 
welcome. 
 

Saint Patrick’s Night Party 
Sunday 17th March 7.30 – 10.30 p.m. in Saint Vincent’s 
Parish Centre with entertainment and singalong from 
Middlewich Paddies and an Irish Dancing Exhibition from 
Ward-Mallinson Dancers. Raffles, Pie Supper, and  a rea-
sonable bar! This event is a fundraiser in aid of Caritas 



Diocese of Salford. Cost £12.50 (children under 15 free)
—please contact Graham Sivills to reserve tickets on 
0787 584 2218. 
 

Easter Flowers 
As you know there are no flowers in Church throughout 
Lent, but donations for Easter Flowers in memory of a 
loved one can be made: if  you would like to, please place 
your offering in an envelope with the name of the individ-
ual marked “Easter Flowers” and hand it into the Presby-
tery before Palm Sunday. All names will be displayed at 
Easter. 
 

Confirmations 2024 
Bishop John Arnold will confer the Sacrament of Confir-
mation for our young people this year in a joint ceremony 
with Saint Joseph’s, Heywood. This year our confirma-
tions will take place on Tuesday 7th May at 7.00 p.m. 
Many thanks to everyone who has returned application 
forms already: if there are any young people who attend 
Holy Family, Saint Cuthbert’s or Saint Gabriel’s High 
Schools who have completed or are currently doing ses-
sions with Sister Linda who have not completed an appli-
cation form, please obtain one and return it to Father 
James as soon as possible. Thank you! 
 

Cashless Giving 
If you can, please consider giving directly online at http://
tinyurl.com/c32dxekw or through your bank: you can do 
this online by making Standing Orders to the following: 
SCRDTR ST VINCENT DE PAUL NORDEN REGISTERED 
CHARITY”. Account Number: 80492523. Sort Code: 20-
55-34. If you are a GiftAid donor (or would like to become 
one) please drop a note off informing us that you are giv-
ing directly, since as you know we have to be able to track 
GiftAid donations. Thank you! 
 

15: The First Letter to Thessalonica 
This is the earliest writing of the New Testament, dating 
before even the Gospels. It was written by Paul in the year 
51 to a young community he had himself established only 
the year before. His experiences in Thessalonica are de-
scribed in Acts 17, and give an important context to this 
letter. Thessalonica in the Greek world, and it is the 
“pagans” who have accepted Paul’s message, which had 
been rejected by the Jewish community there. In this let-
ter Paul encourages the young church, facing opposition 
from  two sides—the Jewish community which chased 
Paul away, and the secular Greek way of life which is so 
contrary to the Gospel. Against both of these groups Paul 
is at pains to emphasise the Resurrection—the earliest 
writing about our sharing in what happened to Jesus after 
his death. After speaking fondly of the community and 
raising the way they have kept hold of what was pro-
claimed, Paul reminds them briefly of his own mission, 
stressing the unselfish way in which he sought only to 
bring them Good News—and how readily they accepted 
it, despite persecution and suffering. He then goes on to 
offer some specific teachings: the vocations to holiness 
and purity of life and morals; the truth of the resurrection 
to comfort us at the loss of others, and how this hope 
calls followers of Jesus to live in the light, guided by the 
Holy Spirit. At this time it was thought that Jesus would 
return soon, “like a thief in the night”, so Paul warns the 
Thessalonians to stay awake, alert and sober for the Day 
of the Lord. The letter ends in the fondest terms, with a 

beautiful prayer: “May the God of peace make you holy 
and bring you to perfection.” (5:23) 
Next Week: Refining the Message: 2 Thessalonians 
 

 
Young Adults’ Mass & Stations of the Cross 
Join our Young Adults Ministry Team at 4.00 p.m. this 
Sunday 10th March at Saint Augustine’s, Oxford Road, 
Manchester, as we enlist the sound of a live string quartet 
to help us meditate on Christ's final journey before our 
monthly Mass for Young Adults. The Stations will be fol-
lowed with time for private prayer and opportunities for 
confession, before Mass begins at 5.30 p.m. Please join 
us for a relaxed social afterwards! 
 
Stations at the Laudato Si' Centre 
Join the Diocese of Salford's Laudato Si' Centre team next 
Saturday 16th March for a special Stations of the Cross 
in the midst of nature. Experience a reflective journey 
through the Stations, contemplating the Passion of Christ 
in the serene setting of the Centre's beautiful woodlands. 
All are welcome to join us at one of our three sessions. 
For more information and to book, please visit http://
tinyurl.com/ysfuw94w 
 
John Stainer's “The Crucifixion” 
A special performance of John Stainer's “Crucifixion” is 
heading to Saint Patrick's Church in Collyhurst this Lent. 
Taking place on Saturday 23rd March at 4.00 p.m., this 
poignant piece will be performed by Salford Cathedral 
Choir, Salford Cathedral Girls' Choir and the Cambiata 
Boys' Choir. All are welcome to attend.  
 
Annual Pilgrimage to Walsingham 
There are still places available for this year's diocesan 
pilgrimage to Walsingham, taking place on Saturday 4th 
May, for both overnight and day options. We welcome 
applications for individuals and groups and would be in-
terested in hearing from anyone who would like to volun-
teer. Please fill out a booking form, available at http://
tinyurl.com/y3v58htd or by calling 0161 817 2214 or 
emailing walsing-
ham.pilgrimage@dioceseofsalford.org.uk or  
 
Lourdes in our Centenary Year 
Bookings are now being taken for this year's diocesan 
pilgrimage to Lourdes, marking our centenary year. The 
pilgrimage, led by Bishop John Arnold, will take place be-
tween 26th July and 1st August. Find out more and book 
online at http://tinyurl.com/yck4vmxj 

Loving Father, be with us as we seek new ways of be-
ing your people in our Diocese. May each new day 
bring us closer to your son, Jesus, as we follow his 

teaching and become disciples of love. As we continue 
our Synodal journey draw us closer to each other. May 
the truth of your Spirit enlighten us. Open our hearts, 

as we listen to each other and reach out in love to your 
people. Stay with us, Lord, on our journey. Amen. 



 
Home Communions 
Brenda Robinson is our Parish Coor-
dinator for Home Communions: if you 
or a relative find yourself housebound 
for a period of time, or know of a 
Catholic moving into one of our Care 
homes, and would like to receive holy 
communion at home, please let Bren-
da know by phoning 0793 222 6981. 
 
Baptisms  
are by appointment: please collect, 
fill in and return one of the Infor-
mation forms from the porch. They 
provide details of what is required 
and the next steps in the process. 
 
Marriage  
is also by appointment. Please take 
an information leaflet from the porch 
and return the tear-off portion to ar-
range an interview. Please do not 
make bookings before this interview 
and note that six months’ notice is 
required. 
 
Anointing of the Sick  
Please call the Presbytery to ask for 
this Sacrament. It should not be left 
until the last minute, but the sick 
should celebrate this sacrament to 
receive God’s healing and comfort.  
 
Confirmation and First Holy 
Communion 
First Holy Communion is celebrated 
in Year 3, and registrations occur in 
September. Confirmation is celebrat-
ed in Year 8, and registration for this 
year is now closed (see note inside).  

John 12:20-33 
Among those who went up to wor-
ship at the festival were some 
Greeks. These approached Philip, 
who came from Bethsaida in Gali-
lee, and put this request to him, ‘Sir, 
we should like to see Jesus.’ Philip 
went to tell Andrew, and Andrew and 
Philip together went to tell Jesus. 
Jesus replied to them: ‘Now the hour 
has come for the Son of Man to be 
glorified. I tell you, most solemnly, 
unless a wheat grain falls on the 
ground and dies, it remains only a 
single grain; but if it dies, it yields a 
rich harvest. Anyone who loves his 
life loses it; anyone who hates his 
life in this world will keep it for the 
eternal life. If a man serves me, he 
must follow me, wherever I am, my 
servant will be there too. If anyone 
serves me, my Father will honour 
him. Now my soul is troubled. What 
shall I say: Father, save me from this 
hour? But it was for this very reason 
that I have come to this hour. Fa-
ther, glorify your name!’ A voice 
came from heaven, ‘I have glorified 
it, and I will glorify it again.’ People 
standing by, who heard this, said it 
was a clap of thunder; others said, 
‘It was an angel speaking to him.’ 
Jesus answered, ‘It was not for my 
sake that this voice came, but for 
yours. ‘Now sentence is being 
passed on this world; now the prince 
of this world is to be overthrown. 
And when I am lifted up from the 
earth, I shall draw all men to my-
self.’ By these words he indicated 
the kind of death he would die. 

 
Our Parish S.V.P. 
The S.V.P. Conference at Saint Vin-
cent's support people in need in a 
variety of ways; visiting people at 
home or in care homes, responding 
to calls for practical help, providing 
home cooked meals for around twen-
ty four residents of Leopold Court, a 
local homeless unit, one day every 
fortnight, providing food bags for lo-
cal families. If you or anyone you 
know would like any kind of help 
please contact Joan Hamilton on 
0773 990 8561 or send an email to 
PresidentD111410@svp.org.uk. 
Please also remember that donations 
to the SVP can made at any time 
through the donations slot on the 
back wall of Church, or by bank 
transfer online: Account Name 
D111410 SVP ST VINCENT—
ROCHDALE; Account Number 4608 
2506; Sort Code 60-60-04. Thank you 
for your support! 
 

Rochdale Food Bank 
Please place your donations in the 
boxes at the back of the Church. The 
Food Bank is currently short of every-
thing, but in urgent need of Coffee, 
Tinned Rice/Custard, Sugar, Tinned 
Potatoes, Fruit Juice and Jam. More 
details at rochdalefoodbank.org.uk 
and a full “shopping list” is available 
by the donations box. 
 

Donations 
Please be aware that there are per-
manent donation boxes on the back 
wall of Church for CAFOD, Caritas 
Diocese of Salford, Caritas Ukraine 
and the Parish S.V.P. Thank you for 
your constant generosity! 

  


